





Open Access is a
response to a flawed system of 
scholarly communication.
“University presses and disciplinary associations were 
founded to disseminate research…the faculty produced 
the work to be published; non-profit publishers organized 
the distribution of knowledge; the university library 
bought the published work at an artificially high price, as 
a subsidy for learned societies; and the faculty used this 
literature as the foundation for further research and 
teaching.
Lyman, P., & Chodorow, S. (1998)
In The mirage of continuity: Reconfiguring academic 
information resources for the 21st century . 
CLIR and AAU.
”[…] However, over the past fifty years, as 
federal research funding has encouraged 
specialization, journal publishing has become 
commercialized, and some parts of the scientific 
and technical literature are now being 
monopolized by multinational publishing 
conglomerates.” (p. 89)”
Lyman, P., & Chodorow, S. (1998)
In The mirage of continuity: Reconfiguring academic 
information resources for the 21st century . 
CLIR and AAU.
Number of journals changing from small to big publishers, and big to small publishers per 
year of change in the Natural and Medical Sciences and Social Sciences &amp; Humanities.










































Budapest Open Access Initiative, 2002
Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 http://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/read
Open Access is...freely available on the public internet, permitting any 
users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full 
texts of these articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to 
software, or use them for any other lawful purpose, without financial, legal, 
or technical barriers other than those inseparable from gaining access to 
the internet itself. The only constraint on reproduction and distribution, and 
the only role for copyright in this domain, should be to give authors control 
over the integrity of their work and the right to be properly acknowledged 
and cited.
Open Access is part of a movement to 
increase the transparency and 
robustness of research,




Lesson 1: Traditional publishing models – which lock content behind 
paywalls – are not fit for purpose.
Lesson 2: Preprints and open publishing platforms have come of age
Lesson 3: We can’t predict which research will be useful – so let’s 
make it all open access
LSE Impact Blog, October 6, 2020 https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2020/10/06
Prestige based incentives
are a barrier to the progress





Publish in a closed journal
Benefits





• May have fees
• You and your readers








• All readers read for free
• Tend to be cited more
• Pre and post publication options
• Publish in your preferred journal
Cautions
• Final published version closed
• Be aware of publisher policies
• Transfer copyright
• Peer-reviewed version 
may be delayed

Piwowar H, Priem J, Larivière V, Alperin JP, Matthias L, Norlander B, Farley A, West J, Haustein S. (2018) The state of OA: a large-scale 
analysis of the prevalence and impact of Open Access articles. PeerJ 6:e4375 https://doi.org/10.7717/peerj.4375
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/

Publish in a Hybrid Journal
Benefits
• Authors keep copyright
• Read for free
• Journals tend to be established
• Tend to be cited more than
closed options
Cautions
• Fees are very high and 
prestige based









































Eleta, Here’s more evidence of what 
a problem this is! $3,000 doesn’t just grow 
on trees!!
I contacted the journal about issuing a fee waiver or reducing the fee 
and they will not budge. Could you please help me identify alternative 
sources of funding to pay the publication costs of this blank sponsored 




Me: Yes, it’s a problem. Since it’s a hybrid journal (mix of subscription only 
and OA content), we still have to pay a subscription fee to get access to 
most of the content.
My advice is to skip the OA option and use the self-archiving policy to 
make the article as accessible as possible.
Publish in an Open Access Journal
(Gold Open Access)
Benefits
• Authors keep copyright
• All readers read for free
• May be free to publish
• Many well-established options
Cautions
• May have a fee
• May be more precarious
• Some scams
• Some not well integrated into 
indexing systems
doaj.org
Piwowar H, Priem J, Larivière V, Alperin JP, Matthias L, Norlander B, Farley A, West J, Haustein S. (2018) The state of OA: a large-scale 
analysis of the prevalence and impact of Open Access articles. PeerJ 6:e4375 https://doi.org/10.7717/peerj.4375
Considerations
• Norms of your discipline and organizational culture
• Sources of funding and funder policies
• Frequency of publication
• Impact from venue vs. impact from distribution
• Needs and wants of co-authors
Do you or your colleagues know the journal?
Can you easily identify and contact the publisher?
Is the journal clear about the type of peer review it uses?
Are articles indexed in services that you use?
Is it clear what fees will be charged?
Do you recognise the editorial board?
Is the publisher a member of a recognized industry initiative?
http://thinkchecksubmit.org
Open Access initiatives 
that do not acknowledge differences
contribute to inequities.
The 6th 
“Big Deal” cancellation 
in 2019. 
Will 2019 be a turning 
























Slide 39:  https://dailybruin.com/2019/01/08/uc-in-negotiations-with-publisher-elsevier-for-open-access-
to-journal-articles
Slide 41: https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-africa-pan-african-2020-10-open-access-
publishing-fees-a-crisis-for-african-research/
Slide 42: https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/latamcaribbean/2019/11/06/latin-americas-longstanding-open-access-
ecosystem-could-be-undermined-by-proposals-from-the-global-north/
Thank you!
Questions?
Eleta Exline
eleta.exline@unh.edu
